NOT BEING CONFORMED TO THIS WORLD

When we come to Christ we can tap into all of God’s Kingdom privileges and resources that are available to us as believers

GOD WANTS EVERY PERSON TO HAVE A RICHNESS OF LIFE – LIFE AND LIFE MORE ABUNDANTLY – NOT JUST MONETARY WEALTH

There is a saying that money cannot by happiness, yet many people spend their lives trying to accumulate wealth and possessions and never really enjoy life

Many people live for the next weekend, their next holidays, next week’s football match, or for the next thing that they will buy – LIVING FROM ONE HIGH TO ANOTHER

BUT AS CHRISTIANS WE CAN LIVE A LIFE EVERY DAY THAT IS FULL OF GREAT PURPOSE AND MEANING – EVEN WHEN EVERYTHING IS NOT GOING WELL IN LIFE AT TIMES
Without the Lord happiness depends on things going well in your life​ – AS CHRISTIANS WE CAN STILL EXPERIENCE JOY IN OUR HEART DURING THE GREATEST OF STRUGGLES

As believers we can continually experience a life which is characterised by:

i) A sense of great purpose (What God has called you to do in life is the only plan that will truly give you great purpose and meaning in life OVER THE COURSE OF A LIFETIME)
Jesus Himself said,

“The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy.  I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.” (John 10:10)
ii) God’s ongoing presence in our life (In His presence is fullness of joy)
In the book of Acts we read,

“Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, so that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord.” (Acts 3:19)
King David wrote,
“You will show me the path of life; In Your presence is fullness of joy; At Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.” (Psalm 16:11)
iii) His peace during the storms of life,
In the book of Isaiah we read,

“You will keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on You, because he trusts in You. Trust in the LORD forever, For in YAH, the LORD, is everlasting strength.” (Isaiah 26:3-4)
iv) God’s ongoing meeting of our every need in life – As Christians we can appropriate by faith all of God’s promises in His WORD, 
The Apostle Paul wrote,

“And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.”  (Philippians 4:19)

“For all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen, to the glory of God through us.” (2 Corinthians 1:20)
The Apostle Paul also wrote,

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ.” (Ephesians 1:3) AND
v) ETERNAL LIFE (to all those who come to Christ)
Jesus Himself said,
“I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die...”  (John 11:25-26)
THE APOSTLE PAUL MADE IT CLEAR THAT THERE IS A WHOLE NEW REALM OF LIVING – BOTH FOR OUR LIFE NOW HERE ON EARTH AND FOR ETERNITY - THAT WE CAN EXPERIENCE AS CHRISTIANS

The Apostle Paul wrote,

“But as it is written:

“Eye has not seen, nor ear heard,

  Nor have entered into the heart of man

  The things which God has prepared for those who love Him.”

“But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things of God.” (1 Corinthians 2:9-10)

GOD HAS SO MUCH IN STORE FOR EVERY BELIEVER’S LIFE – A LIFE OF PURPOSE AND GREAT MEANING

God has created each of us uniquely different with a special plan and purpose for our life which begins when we come to Christ in repentance and faith

King David wrote,

“For You formed my inward parts; You covered me in my mother’s womb.  I will praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; Marvellous are Your works, And that my soul knows very well. 

My frame was not hidden from You, When I was made in secret, And skillfully wrought in the lowest parts of the earth (that is your mother’s womb). Your eyes saw my substance, being yet unformed. And in Your book they all were written, the days fashioned for me, when as yet there were none of them.

How precious also are Your thoughts to me, O God! How great is the sum of them! If I should count them, they would be more in number than the sand; When I awake, I am still with You.” (Psalm 139:13-18)
The Apostle Paul wrote,

“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” (Ephesians 2:10)

God’s plan for our life unfolds one step at a time
As we are faithful in the little things God entrusts to us greater things. The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us.”    (Ephesians 3:20)
IT IS IN PURSUING GOD’S PLAN FOR OUR LIFE THAT WE STORE UP ETERNAL TREASURES AND THAT WE ULTIMATELY RECEIVE ETERNAL REWARDS FOR LIVING OUR LIFE FOR THE LORD

Jesus Himself said,
“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:19-21)

“If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it. For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul? For the Son of Man will come in the glory of his Father with His angels, and then He will reward each according to his works.” (Matthew 16:24-27)
HOWEVER IN THE WORLD THAT WE LIVE IN, THERE ARE MANY THINGS AND INFLUENCES THAT CAN DRAW PEOPLE AWAY FROM HAVING A LOVING RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS AND THAT CAN DISTRACT AND DISCOURAGE CHRISTIANS FROM WHOLE HEARTEDLY PURSUING GOD’S BEST PLAN FOR THEIR LIFE

If we are not careful those in the world can have a greater impact on our lives than we as Christians have on their life

As Christians we are meant to be the salt of the earth and the light of the world. Jesus Himself said,

“You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavour, how shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men.” (Matthew 5:13)
“You are the light of the world.  A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden.  Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house.  Let your light so shine before men, that they may see you good works and glorify your Father in heaven.  (Matthew 5:14-16)
SO AS CHRISTIANS IT IS SO IMPORTANT THAT WE DO NOT BECOME CONFORMED TO THIS WORLD

The Apostle Paul wrote,

“And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” (Romans 12:2)
In what ways can we be conformed to this world IF we are not careful with our thought life and what we focus on!
i) We can begin to gain a greed or lust for money and the things of this world
The Apostle John wrote,
“Do not love the world or the things in the world.  If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  For all that is in the world – the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life – is not of the Father but is of the world. And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever.”  (1 John 2:15-17)
The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Now godliness with contentment is great gain.  For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out… But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and harmful lusts which drown men in destruction and perdition.
For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.”                 (1 Timothy 6:6, 7, 9-10)
We must always simply be careful that we do not allow the spirit of this world and the things of this world to draw our affections away from Christ. Only our love for Jesus Christ can truly satisfy us in life
ii) We can begin to be influenced and subtly controlled by the trends and fashions of this world – daring not to be different
iii) We can become more desensitised to those who have genuine needs in life 

(All advertising is based on making you think about what you need in life and what you need to be happy and that you are the most important person – YET IN REALITY LIVING A SELF CENTRED LIFE WILL NEVER MAKE YOU HAPPY) 

iv) We can become preoccupied with living our lives in pursuit of pleasure and comfort. Particularly in the Western World this can become so easy

v) We can become overly caught up with the things and events of this world. For many here in Australia it is said that footy is their religion, or

vi) We can become totally absorbed with the cares of this world and in being successful in terms of WHAT THE WORLD WOULD LABEL SUCCESS
BUT IN REALITY IT IS ONLY GOD’S PLAN FOR OUR LIFE AND LOVING HIM CONTINUALLY MORE THAN ANY OTHER PERSON OR THING, THAT WILL GIVE US TRUE PURPOSE AND MEANING IN LIFE OVER THE COURSE OF A LIFETIME (Jesus needs to be always our first love in life – Out of this intimate relationship with Jesus Christ flow the other blessings of life – In particular living a life of great purpose and meaning)
The life and life more abundantly that Jesus spoke of
As Christians it is so important that our identity always comes from who we are in Christ and from our relationship with Jesus Christ. As Christians we can be assured that God loves us unconditionally and that nothing can separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord (Romans 8:38-39), we are part of His family and that we have a unique God given purpose for our life here on earth
If our identity does not come from who we are in Christ, it is easier to be conformed to this world and in particular, to be influenced by the peer group pressure of others
For this reason it is so important that as Christians, we know the will of God for our life so that we can make the most of our life here on earth in terms of storing up eternal treasures

The Apostle Paul wrote,

“See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.”          (Ephesians 5:15-17)
LIFE IS FULL OF CHOICES
AS CHRISTIANS WE MUST CONTINUALLY CHOOSE TO FOLLOW GOD’S PLAN FOR OUR LIFE 

Right throughout our Christian walk we will have to make decisions that will ultimately determine our future and the fruitfulness of our life here on earth
The devil will do all that He can to sidetrack us and to discourage us from following God’s plan for our life

BEFORE I SHARE FIVE IMPORTANT KEYS THAT CAN HELP US NOT TO BE CONFORMED TO THIS WORLD, I WILL NOW JUST BRIEFLY LOOK AT WHAT CAN INFLUENCE OUR CHOICES IN LIFE- Often even at times subtly without us even being aware of it. 
i) The spirit of this world (desires for other things enter into our heart and choke the word)
Jesus Himself spoke on this in His explanation of the Parable of the Sower,

“Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. Those by the wayside are the ones who hear; then the devil comes and takes away the word out of their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved. 

But the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these have no root, who believe for a while and in time of temptation fall away.”

“Now the ones that fell among thorns are those who, when they have heard, go out and are choked with cares, riches, and pleasures of life, and bring no fruit to maturity. “But the ones that fell on the good ground are those who, having heard the word with a noble and good heart, keep it and bear fruit with patience.” (Luke 8:11-15)

ii) Peer group pressure (worried about what your friends may think and say) – A desire to be accepted and popular in this world

iii) Who we receive counsel from. We must always seek Godly counsel. In the book of Proverbs we read,
“The thoughts of the righteous are right, But the counsels of the wicked are deceitful.” (Proverbs 12:5)
iv) Our fears can lead us to make wrong choices in life – Typically marrying an unbeliever out of a fear of being left on the shelf
v) Our circumstances can cause us to make hasty decisions if we are not walking closely to the Lord – God’s ways are always higher than ours
In the Old Testament in chapter 13 of 1 Samuel we see how King Saul made an unlawful sacrifice because of the delay of the prophet Samuel and the presence of a surrounding enemy army that distressed the men of Israel 
This unlawful sacrifice cost King Saul his kingdom

vi) What we continually focus on in life (Where your treasure is their your heart will be also), OR

vii) A DESIRE TO CONTINUALLY LIVE FOR AND TO PLEASE THE LORD

The Apostle Paul had a great love for the Lord and a continual desire to follow God’s will for his life. The Apostle Paul wrote,
“I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.” (Galatians 2:20)
I WILL NOW SHARE FIVE KEYS THAT CAN HELP US TO REMAIN STRONG IN OUR WALK WITH THE LORD AND TO HELP US TO NOT BE CONFORMED TO THIS WORLD

1) That we continually delight ourselves in the Lord (That our love for the Lord is always our greatest priority in life)
· Our intimacy with the Lord is a key to hearing the still small voice of the Holy Spirit and to knowing God’s heart in matters

· King David wrote,

“Trust in the Lord, and do good; Dwell in the land, and feed on His faithfulness.  Delight yourself also in the Lord, And He shall give you the desires of your heart.  Commit your way to the Lord, Trust also in Him, And He shall bring it to pass.”  (Psalm 37:3-5) 
“You will show me the path of life; In Your presence is fullness of joy; At Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.” (Psalm 16:11)
· JESUS HIMSELF EMPHASISED THE IMPORTANCE OF MAINTAINING OUR FIRST LOVE FOR HIM. 
“‘And you shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ This is the first commandment.” (Mark 12:30)

IT IS OUR LOVE FOR GOD THAT WILL HELP US TO GO THROUGH THE STORMS OF LIFE WITHOUT BECOMING BITTER AND DISCOURAGED

The Apostle Paul wrote,
“And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose. For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren.” (Romans 8:28-29)
IT IS OUR LOVE FOR GOD THAT WILL SEE US THROUGH THE LONELY TIMES – When others at times reject us for our faith and passion for the Lord
IT IS OUR LOVE FOR GOD THAT WILL MAKE US WANT TO LIVE FOR AND TO PLEASE THE LORD – WHAT A WONDERFUL SAVIOUR WE SERVE
IT IS WHY JESUS EMPHASISED THE IMPORTANCE OF NOT ALLOWING ANY OTHER RELATIONSHIP TO TAKE YOUR HEART AWAY FROM HIM – 
HE WILL NEVER LEAVE NOR FORSAKE US

In the book of Hebrews we read,

“…For He Himself has said, ‘I will never leave you nor forsake you.”  So we may boldly say: “The Lord is my helper; I will not fear.  What can man do to me?”  (Hebrew 13:5-6)

Jesus emphasised the importance of having a whole hearted devotion to Himself and that our love for Him needs to be so much greater than for any other person, YES even than that for our own life. Jesus used exaggerated language (Hebrew hyperbole) to emphasise what true discipleship involved and how as believers we need to subordinate all earthly relationships to loyalty to Him when He said, 

“If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple.” (Luke 14:26)

Some people have walked away from Jesus because they wanted to please family or friends rather than being rejected by them – WE MUST NEVER ALLOW ANY EARTHLY RELATIONSHIP TO IMPACT OR DESTROY OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH THE LORD – Jesus will never leave nor forsake us
2) That we continually renew our mind with the Word of God
In a world full of half truths and deception and much negativity we need to continually fill our minds with the truth contained in the Word of God

Jesus Himself said,

“If you abide in My word you are My disciples indeed.  And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” (John 8:31-32)
If we continually meditate on the Word of God we will always maintain kingdom thinking and keep our focus on the eternal things in life

The LORD said to Joshua before he was about to lead the children of Israel into the promised land,

“This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it.  For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.” (Joshua 1:8)
The Apostle Paul wrote to the young pastor Timothy,
“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.” (2 Timothy 3:16-17)
3) That we choose our friends wisely

Because of the condition of the human heart we must consciously choose to walk in the Spirit and in our new nature and to grow in Christlike Character
Our choice of friends will greatly influence the degree to which we grow in our faith and the ultimate fruitfulness of our life here on earth and our eternal rewards

The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Do not be deceived: Evil company corrupts good habits.”                 (1 Corinthians 15:33)
In the book of Proverbs we read,

“The righteous should choose his friends carefully, For the way of the wicked leads them astray.”  (Proverbs 12:26)
“He who walks with wise men will be wise, but the companion of fools will be destroyed.”  (Proverbs 13:20)
In the book of Psalms we read,
“Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stands in the path of sinners, nor sits in the seat of the scornful; But his delight is in the law of the LORD, and in His law he meditates day and night. He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that brings forth its fruit in its season, whose leaf also shall not wither; and whatever he does shall prosper.” (Psalm 1:1-3)
4) That we are continually in fellowship with other loving believers so that we can be encouraged in our walk with the Lord
In the book of Hebrews we read,
“Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful.  And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.”  (Hebrews 10:23-25)
WE ALL NEED EACH OTHER IN THE BODY OF CHRIST – We need to continually encourage other believers to remain strong in their walk with the Lord and to keep their focus on the eternal things
HAVING GOOD CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP WITH OTHER BELIEVERS ALSO GIVES US A SUPPORT NETWORK AND THE OPPORTUNITY TO GAIN GODLY COUNSEL FROM OTHERS WHEN MAKING IMPORTANT DECISIONS IN LIFE

In the book of Proverbs we read,

“Where there is no counsel, the people fall; But in the multitude of counsellors there is safety.” (Proverbs 11:14)
5) WE MUST FIRST HAVE A WILLING MIND – We must be simply be committed on a daily basis to following God’s plan for our life (Lord, not my will be done but Yours be done)

If we do not consciously do this on a daily basis it is so easy to be distracted by the things of this world and to begin to dwindle in our passion for the Lord and wonder why all of a sudden we are losing our joy
The Christian walk is like rowing upstream against the spirit of this world which is always coming against us 

WE MUST SIMPLY CHOOSE STEADFASTLY EACH DAY TO LIVE FOR THE LORD – THAT JESUS IS TRULY LORD OF OUR LIVES
In the book of Proverbs we read,

“Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.” (Proverbs 3:5-6)

IT IS ONLY IN WHOLEHEARTEDLY GIVING OUR LIFE TO JESUS CHRIST THAT OUR LIFE WILL BEAR MUCH FRUIT FOR ETERNITY – Without a continual commitment to doing God’s will for our life, it is far easier to be sidetracked by the things of this world and to be conformed to this world
Jesus Himself said,

“If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it. For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul? For the Son of Man will come in the glory of his Father with His angels, and then He will reward each according to his works.” (Matthew 16:24-27)

“Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of what falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain. He who loves his life will lose it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be also. If anyone serves Me, him My Father will honour.” (John 12:24-26)

· We have one life to store up treasures for eternity
· God gave His best for us – His precious Son Jesus
· Every believer has the potential to make a great impact in this world for eternity
· As we simply choose on a daily basis to follow the will of God for our life and not to be conformed to this world, are lives will make a great impact on many for eternity
· GOD NEVER LOOKS AT OUR ABILITY, ONLY OUR AVAILABILITY
· God empowers ordinary believers to do great tasks for Him. I will finish again with the words of the Apostle Paul,
“Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us.” (Ephesians 3:20)
TODAY YOU MAY HAVE NEVER YET GIVEN YOUR LIFE TO JESUS CHRIST
No one except Jesus Christ, the Son of God has ever lived a sinless life. None of us have or can keep God’s standard of sinless perfection all the time. Only Jesus Christ can save us from our sin. “Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” (Acts 4:12)
Jesus Himself said, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, (A Believer) he cannot see the Kingdom of God.” (John 3:3) ALL those who reject Jesus Christ will be accountable for their own sins when they are resurrected in the body to face God at the final judgment. The final destiny for all unbelievers is the Lake of fire into which the Devil, the False Prophet, the Anti-Christ and the other fallen angels are also cast. (Revelation 20:10-15) THIS IS NOT GOD’S DESIRE
Jesus loves you with a passion and gave His life for us, dying on the cross to pay the penalty for our sins. Three days later He arose from the dead triumphantly and is now back in heaven. Today He stands knocking at the door of your heart. Today the sinless Blood that He shed on the cross at Calvary, can wash all of your sins away. Today will you turn from you sins and open your heart to Jesus Christ.
“Dear God, today I choose to turn from my sin to live for You. I believe that Your Son Jesus Christ died for all my sins and arose from the dead three days later. Today I invite Jesus Christ to come into my heart and life to be my Lord and Saviour and best friend from this day on, Amen”
